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Investing in your future

Project outline

• The Foundation for 
Information Technology 
Accessibility (FITA) 
applied for and was 
granted funding to  
develop a Maltese 
Speech Engine which will 
enable computers and 
other ICT devices to 
produce and understand 
spoken Maltese.
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Present Technologies

• This technology already 

exists today for a number 
of languages, including 

English.  

• Up until now, Maltese 

speakers, including 

school children, illiterate 
persons and disabled 

persons, have had to 

depend on these 

alternative languages. 

But these are in spoken 

English

This means that all 
information services 
and media based 
around Maltese 
electronic text, remain 
inaccessible to all 
these user groups.
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Project Components

StatusProject Component

Q4 2012Formal Launch            

Awaiting adjudicationMaltese speech engine

To be concluded in

April 2010 
Studies

Commenced June 2009Project Management

Present stage of 
Project 

• Presently the project 
has completed 17% 
of its overall target 

duration of 30 
months.

• The next major stage 
is the actual software 
development.

ERDF 114 Project 

Remaining 

Months

Completed

17%
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Surveys component

• A preliminary qualitative 
survey was conducted by 
FITA and has been 
completed.

• Two CATI surveys have 
been conducted, one 
households, the other 
companies, which are 
ready for analysis and 
publication.

• An online survey will soon 
be launched as the final 
stage of the survey 
component.

Currently use voice enabled 

technologies (VET)
Yes

25%

No

75%

Qualitative Survey
• The direct beneficiaries of VET 

as identified through the 

qualitative  survey, include 

illiterate persons, school 

children, the elderly, clerical 

workers, teachers and trainers, 

disabled persons and foreign 

language speakers that wish to 

learn Maltese. 

• Of the 93.75% that responded 

positively, eleven different 

categories of potential 

applications were identified

Current applications for VET
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Potential applications for VET
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Invitation to participate

FITA welcomes your participation in a survey 

which will be made available online.

Should wish to participate please contact 
me on  roger.davies-barrett@gov.mt and I will 

forward you the URL for the online survey.

Thank you
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